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center of medical education for the country and it
still retains a large part of that preeminence. The
Academy of Natural Sciences founded in Phila-
delphia in 1812 by two inconspicuous young men,
an apothecary and a dentist, soon became by the
spontaneous support of the community a distin-
guished institution. It sent out two Arctic expe-
ditions, that of Kane and that of Hayes, and has
included among its members the most prominent
men of science in America. It is now the oldest
as well as the most complete institution of its kind
in the country. The Franklin Institute, founded
in Philadelphia in 1824, was the result of a similar
scientific interest. It was the first institution of
applied science and the mechanic arts in America.
Descriptions of the first 2900 patents issued by
the United States Government are to be found
only on the pages of its Journal, which is still an
authoritative annual record.

Apart from their scientific attainments, one of
the most interesting facts about the Quakers is the
large proportion of them who have reached emi-
nence, often in occupations which are supposed
to be somewhat inconsistent with Quaker doctrine.
General Greene, the most capable American officer
of the Revolution, after Washington, was a Rhode